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news that brought Turkey with a jump from the middle
ages to the modern world, an old man with a hooked nose
and a huge red fez on the back of his head sat on the roof
of the Little Mabeyn, restless, sleepless, smoking. Some-
times he put his glittering, suspicious eyes to a powerful pair
of field glasses fixed on a tripod before him and scanned
now the Bosphorus for imaginary enemies, now the house
of the Heir Presumptive, whom he suspected of Liberal
tendencies. But the Bosphorus reflected only the glory of
moonlight and nascent day, while Mehmed Reschad
Efiendi and his household slept guiltless of treasons and
conspiracies.

What would be the eflfect of a Constitution on his Em-
pire ? In the cockpit of Macedonia, would Albanians and
Greeks and Jews and Bulgars and Roumanians and
Kutzo-Vlacks lie down together? Would the Arabs
eschew insurrection, and the Kurds stop massacring
Armenians ? Would Europe ever tolerate a reformed
Turkey, if reform were possible ?

Abdul Hamid doubted it. On one excuse or another
the double-headed Eagle intended to fly down the Bos-
phorus with the Gross in its beaks. Germany's drang nach
Osten was plain. France was eager for control of schools,
mines, banks. Italy had just succeeded in getting him to
build a useless cruiser at Ansaldo's yard in Genoa. Eng-
land weaved platitudes from Whitehall, and gave un-
palatable advice copiously, but she would not lift a finger
to help, though she had taken Cyprus on the understand-
ing that Turkey was to be saved from any further loss of
Asiatic territory. Greece had named her next King Con-
stantine, and her national hope was that he would live
to revive the glories of Byzantium by attending Mass in
AyaSophiaL Albania would soon want her independence.